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Ryan started as an employee at Ful-
lerton Family Funeral Home in Mason 
City. He would go on to study at 
Worsham College of Mortuary Science, 
earning an internship in Fort Dodge 
under a former IFDA president, Scott 
Graham. 

His experiences early on in his career 
have led him to where he is today, as 
co-owner of Kaiser-Corson Funeral 
Home in Waverly, Readlyn, Shell Rock, 
and Denver, serving Iowa families with 
his critical work. 

Ryan assumed his role as president of 
the IFDA at a time unlike any other, 
as the COVID–19 pandemic tragically 
took hold early last year, but, in the 
face of enormous challenges and uncer-
tainty, Ryan displayed steadfast lead-
ership for his colleagues that surely al-
lowed for countless families to find 
comfort in such difficult times. 

Ryan guided the IFDA through the 
pandemic, being especially focused on 
ensuring the hard work of our State’s 
funeral directors could continue with 
safety top of mind. At the pandemic’s 
start, Ryan issued daily briefings to 
IFDA members that became vital. He 
provided information about best prac-
tices, updates on policies and procla-
mations by the Governor and State 
government, and materials to make 
sure that Iowa funeral directors could 
continue to serve families while adher-
ing to public health limitations. 

Ryan’s lifetime of work, his dedica-
tion to his craft, and his leadership in 
a uniquely challenging time have all 
undoubtedly made a positive impact on 
the lives of countless Iowans. As he 
takes the next step in his distinguished 
career and steps down as president of 
the Iowa Funeral Directors Associa-
tion, we wish him, his wife Kayla, and 
his two sons, Colby and Griffin, all the 
best, and we thank Ryan for everything 
that he has done for our State and our 
communities.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO KEN POTTS 

∑ Mr. LEE. Mr. President, today I offer 
my recognition of Mr. Ken Potts for his 
heroic service to our country and con-
gratulate him on his 100th birthday. 

Ken was born on April 15, 1921, in 
Honey Bend, IL. His childhood was 
spent on the family farm during the 
difficult years of the Great Depression. 
Despite the difficulty of the times, the 
Potts family worked earnestly and 
happily to make ends meet. In fact, 
Ken has fond memories of time in his 
boyhood spent hunting small game 
with his slingshot. 

At the onset of WWII, when Ken was 
just 18 years of age, he enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy. Two short years later, he 
was stationed in the South Pacific 
working as a crane operator on the 
largest ship in the Navy’s fleet, the 
USS Arizona. The work ethic he 
learned as a child, on the family farm, 
earned him great success during his 
military service. 

On December 7, 1941, the Pennsyl-
vania-class battleship was docked at 

Pearl Harbor along with the rest of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet. Ken was working 
that morning shuttling supplies to the 
Arizona when Japanese torpedo bomb-
ers descended from the sky. One of the 
797–kilogram armor-piercing bombs 
dropped by the bombers exploded 
through the decks of near a supply 
staging area at the front the ship. 
Thinking quickly, Ken risked his life 
in a small boat to pick up dozens of 
sailors stranded in the burning water, 
dropping them off at nearby Ford Is-
land. His heroism saved many. Of the 
survivors of the attack on Pearl Har-
bor, Ken is one of two still alive today. 

Ken was undeterred by the harrowing 
experiences of the attack on Pearl Har-
bor. He remained in the Navy and 
served his country honorably until 
1945. After the war, Ken returned to the 
States and moved to Provo, UT, here 
he has lived with his wife for 54 years. 

Ken Potts embodies the very best at-
tributes of the ‘‘greatest generation’’. 
He is a living testament to American 
bravery, honor, and dignity in defense 
of the American way. I wish him a very 
happy 100th birthday. It is my humble 
privilege to honor him today.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING SPACE TANGO 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking 
member of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, 
each week I recognize an outstanding 
Kentucky small business that exempli-
fies the American entrepreneurial spir-
it. This week, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize Space Tango of Lexington, KY, 
as the Senate Small Business of the 
Week. 

Growing up on a family farm outside 
Bardstown, Twyman Clements loved 
building and launching model rockets 
with his three brothers. His passion for 
innovation and engineering led him to 
the University of Kentucky, UK, where 
he earned a BS and MS in mechanical 
engineering. As a graduate student at 
UK, Twyman worked with Kentucky 
Space, a nonprofit consortium of uni-
versities and public and private groups 
supporting space entrepreneurship. At 
the time, Kentucky Space was using 
miniature satellites called cubesats to 
conduct experiments on the Inter-
national Space Station. Realizing the 
need to simplify and reduce the cost of 
spacebased research and development, 
R&D, Twyman founded Space Tango in 
2015. 

Today, Space Tango is a thriving 
small business enabling R&D and man-
ufacturing in zero gravity. Since 2017, 
thanks to a National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, NASA, Space 
Act Agreement, Space Tango provides 
facilities on the International Space 
Station U.S. National Laboratory. 
Their CubeLabs generate scalable and 
efficient research and manufacturing 
in microgravity. Space Tango has 
worked with several commercial part-
ners, including Anheuser-Busch and 
LambaVision. They regularly partner 
with educational institutions such as 

the University of Florida, University of 
Pennsylvania, and Boston University. 

Over the years, local and national or-
ganizations have recognized Space 
Tango’s groundbreaking work. 
Twyman was inducted into the Ken-
tucky Entrepreneur Hall of Fame in 
2017, and ranked No. 25 on Fast Com-
pany’s list of the 100 Most Creative 
People in Business in 2018. Jim 
Bridenstine, former NASA Adminis-
trator, visited Space Tango in 2020, 
commending their biomedical research 
and manufacturing capabilities. In ad-
dition to working on projects for var-
ious Federal agencies, Space Tango 
won three NASA Utilization Awards 
for Low Earth Orbit of Biomedical Ap-
plications. Looking forward, Space 
Tango is developing ST–42, an autono-
mous manufacturing facility for ad-
vanced materials and biomedical de-
vices located in Earth’s orbit. 

Notably, Space Tango is committed 
to investing in the next generation of 
innovators, scientists, and entre-
preneurs. Twyman and his colleagues 
regularly host and present at edu-
cational events at Kentucky schools, 
universities, and scientific institu-
tions. Space Tango’s robust internship 
program includes students from Ken-
tucky’s universities and colleges across 
the country, with several former in-
terns joining their team. 

Space Tango is a testament to Ken-
tucky innovation, ingenuity, and in-
dustry. Small businesses like Space 
Tango form a critical part of Ameri-
can’s domestic manufacturing base and 
play a unique role educating the next 
generation of Kentucky engineers and 
entrepreneurs. Congratulations to 
Twyman and the entire team at Space 
Tango. I wish them the best of luck 
and look forward to watching their 
continued growth and success in Ken-
tucky and beyond.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO FATHER MICHAEL J. 
GRAHAM 

∑ Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize my friend, Father 
Michael J. Graham, on his retirement 
as the 34th president of Xavier Univer-
sity in my hometown of Cincinnati, 
OH, and to thank him for his more 
than 34 years of service at Xavier help-
ing to cultivate young leaders and de-
veloping Musketeer students with the 
Jesuit values of becoming ‘‘men and 
women for others.’’ 

Father Graham started at Xavier in 
1984 as an assistant history professor. 
After pursuing his master of divinity 
from the Weston School of Theology, 
he returned to Xavier in 1989. He was 
appointed vice president for university 
relations in 1994 and was inaugurated 
president of Xavier University on Sep-
tember 8, 2001. 

Father Graham is the longest serving 
president in Xavier University’s his-
tory, and over the past 20 years, he has 
had an incredible impact on the univer-
sity, the Cincinnati community, and 
the more than 30,000 students who have 
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